Dear Bushlore,

As promised here are the details we found crossing various borders.  We hold British passports so some of the visas we required wouldn’t be needed by, for example, S Africans:

1. The routine – this is standard for all borders.  First go to the immigration counter and get your passport stamped, visas issued.  Secondly go to customs and get the vehicle cleared.  There may be other steps but nothing happens until you have completed these two.

2. S Africa – Botswana – no visa required, road fund permit, road fund and insurance all issued on one document at a cost of Pula160.  Easy crossing, polite officials, no touts.  Watch the speed cops, they have no mercy and will fine you P500 on the spot (don’t ask how I know).

3. Botswana – Zambia.  We crossed at Kazungula on the ferry.  Ignore the 1.5 km queue of trucks and drive straight to the river.  Leaving Botswana was straightforward – no payments.  There is a US$20 ferry charge collected on the ferry.  On the Zambian side it’s a bit more complicated but the officials were polite and very helpful.  Visas cost US$60 each for a double entry (as we would be coming back through Zambia), The road toll was $20, the local levy $20, the Carbon tax ZK150,000 @ 4,500 to the $, the 3rd party insurance ZK112,500.  It’s a bit of a shambles but keep cool and ignore the myriad of touts.  It took us 1 ½ hours.

4. Zambia – Tanzania.  No problems or payments getting out of Zambia but lots of touts.  Immigration in Tanzania was simple visas were $50 each for a double entry.  Road toll was $25 and insurance TSh70,000.  We did need photocopies of;

a. My Passport

b. The S African export permit for the vehicle

c. The vehicle registration document

d. The vehicle licensing document

e. The Bushlore authorisation note allowing me to export the vehicle.

Not a problem but just slows one down.

5. Tanzania – Kenya.  Visas were $25 each, the vehicle import was $40 and the insurance was $55 for 14 days.  No problems, polite officials.

6. Tanzania – Malawi.  Easy, no visas required just $50 for insurance.

Coming back, of course, it’s much easier as one has all the visas, docs etc and there are no payments except a local toll on the road exiting Zambia of $20.

It is worth writing down the VIN number, the engine number and making a note of the serial numbers of laptops, cameras and binos as requests for these crop up from time to time.

There is a good website www.freewebs.com/luangwablondes/crossingborders.htm which makes the process less scary and has some good tips.

It was good doing business with you guys, we’ll certainly use you again

Rgds

Mike Davies

